[Dilated cardiomyopathy with deep, completely reversible dysfunction of the left heart in alcoholic patients. Report of 2 cases].
Two cases of dilated, hypokinetic cardiomyopathy complicated by cardiac failure, are reported in a 29 year old woman and a 55 year old man, with no etiological factors other than chronic major alcoholism (consumption of over 100 ml of alcohol per day for over 5 years). This was completely reversed 10 and 14 months after cessation of alcohol consumption. The isotopic left ventricular ejection fraction increased from 22 to 70 p. 100 and from 12 to 73% respectively. These cases are are and are evidence in favour of an alcoholic cardiomyopathy rather than alcohol being an aggravating factor in patients with cardiomyopathy.